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- rom the very beginning of time, when Adam complained to God

l {

. ceased. He had no family, no friends, no society;
. utterly blacked out of any contact with any other b

of his Ioneliness, man has regarded his sclitude as painful experience,
even a curse. Modern man is especiaily bothered by loneliness. Despite,
or'maybe because of, his large cities and giant metropolises, he finds
himself terribly alone in the world. He finds the silence of the universe
and its indifference to his problems unbearable. He is alone and does
not like it.

It is-perhaps this feeling of loneliness that was the essence of the
ninth plague that God brought upon the Egyptians and of which we
g’s sidra. The hoshekh, or darkness, imposed a rigid
and horrifying isolation upon the Egyptians. The effect of the plague is

described by the Torah (Exodus 10:23) as “lo ra'u ish et ahiv,” “they did
mmunication between a man and his friends
he was completely and
uman. How lonely!

read in this mornin

not see one another.” All co

What a plague!
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